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breast cancer, they’ll be able to take gene thera-
pies that will block them from ever developing
in the first place. I believe that will happen.

I believe the young people here will soon
be driving automobiles that get probably 80, 90
miles a gallon, and within 5 years they’ll be
running on biofuels that will be the equivalent
of getting 500 miles to the gallon because they
require so little oil to produce. I believe we’ll
find out what’s in those black holes in outer
space. I believe we’ll be able to keep people
with diabetes, adult onset diabetes, alive and
healthy to a normal lifespan. I believe that we
will actually develop computers the size of a
teardrop that use DNA for computer memories
more powerful than any human chip, so that
you will have tiny little computers with a com-
puting power of all the super computers today.

I believe all this is going to happen. I think
we’ll also have to deal with highly sophisticated
terrorists and organized criminals and
drugrunners that have access to chemical and
biological and other weapons. There will always
be enemies of civilization out there. But we’ll
do just fine if we understand that it still comes
down to whether you believe everybody counts;
everybody ought to have a chance; we’re all
going to do better if we work together.

For 30 years I have waited for this moment.
If I contributed at all to it, I am grateful. But
as a citizen, I implore you, don’t let America
turn away from what works when we’ve finally
got a chance to redeem the whole promise of
our Nation.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:30 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to din-
ner hosts Fred Baron and Lisa Blue; Jess Hay,
former finance chair, Democratic National Com-
mittee, and his wife, Betty Jo; Mary Albert, widow
of former Speaker of the House Carl B. Albert;
Bernard (‘‘B’’) Rapoport, former chairman and
chief executive officer, American Income Life In-
surance Co., and his wife, Audre; Garry Mauro,
former Texas land commissioner; Mayor Ron Kirk
of Dallas; State Senator David Cain and his wife,
Sally H. Cain, Region VI Director, Office of Inter-
governmental and Interagency Affairs, Depart-
ment of Education; Regina Montoya Coggins,
candidate for Texas’ Fifth Congressional District;
Edward G. Rendell, general chair, Democratic
National Committee; and Jim Nicholson, chair-
man, Republican National Committee.

Remarks at a Democratic Unity Reception
February 10, 2000

Thank you very much. Let me say how de-
lighted and profoundly honored I am to be here
with Senator Daschle and Leader Gephardt,
with their colleagues in the Senate and the
House who are here in large numbers, and all
those who aren’t here who are with us in spirit
today; how much I appreciate Bob Hatcher and
Thelma and Jenny Mae for being here to re-
mind us of why we’re all here in the first place.
Their testimony makes clear that our agenda
is America’s agenda, and our presence here
makes clear that we are united in our support
of that agenda.

I know some of our friends on the other
side of the aisle have suggested that, because
this is an election year, we really shouldn’t do
much. Well, I don’t think that the two people
who just spoke could take a year off from their

jobs. And since everybody here is still drawing
a salary, I don’t think we could take a year
off from our jobs either.

I want to join with what Senator Daschle and
Leader Gephardt have said in thanking the
members of this caucus for your role in this
long boom and so much of the social progress
we have enjoyed, beginning with the courageous
vote for the economic plan in 1993. Your com-
mitment, constant over the years, to opportunity
for every responsible American and for a com-
munity of all Americans, to a Government that
gives Americans the tools to live their own
dreams, has been absolutely critical to anything
that our administration has achieved.

I know that we’ve had a lot of different poli-
cies, but more important than all of the specifics
was our common commitment. We wanted Bob
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and Thelma to be here today because we believe
that every American counts. We believe every
American should have a chance, and we believe
we all do better when we help each other. That
is what we believe.

Today I received the Annual Economic Re-
port from my Council of Economic Advisers.
It provides further evidence that Americans have
built a new economy and that what we believe
actually works. The report makes clear that this
is the strongest economic expansion in history,
not just the longest, that unlike previous eco-
nomic expansions which, in the end and some-
where in the middle, normally bring you higher
deficits, slower productivity, and higher inflation,
this one has turned it around, unlike the 1980’s
when income inequality increased and many
hard-pressed working families saw their incomes
fall while we were told that the expansion was
going on. We now see solid income growth
across all groups of American workers since
1993.

All groups are sharing in the prosperity by
income, by region, by race. Now, as my leaders
said so eloquently, it is for us here in Wash-
ington and for the American people to decide
what we are going to do with what is truly
a magic moment. I argued in the State of the
Union Address that we ought to be thinking
about people like Bob and Thelma and Jenny
Mae, that we ought to ask ourselves, ‘‘What
are the great challenges before us?’’ We ought
to clearly state what we believe America’s goals
ought to be and what steps we intend to take
toward them this year. That is what we are
united in doing.

And let me say—we have a lot of young peo-
ple here—I want to say something now and
something to you at the end. Anybody over 30
in this audience can recall at least one time
in your life and probably more than one time
when you made a big mistake not because you
were under the gun but because things were
going so well you thought there were no con-
sequences. You thought you could relax. You
thought you really didn’t have to think about
what you knew was out there plainly before
you, so you didn’t really have to take those
tough decisions; just sort of sit back, relax, enjoy
the things that were going on.

That is a message that some people suddenly
are sending America today, and that is dead
wrong. We will never, in all probability, have
another time in our lifetime with so much pros-

perity, so much progress, so much confidence,
and so little trouble at home and abroad, to
define the future of our dreams for the next
generation of Americans. And we had better
take this chance and make the most of it.

I must say, I have been quite amused by
a lot of the commentators on both sides of our
policy of paying the debt off. Some have said
I sound like Calvin Coolidge, and others say
that I’m using it as an excuse to spend money
on Americans. All I know is, it works. If we
get this country out of debt, it means the Amer-
ican people can borrow money at lower interest
rates to invest in new businesses, to pay their
home loans, to pay their college loans, to pay
their car loans. It means that all the young peo-
ple here for a generation will have a healthier
economy and a more affordable life than other-
wise would have been the case, and it will be
more possible for us to meet the great chal-
lenges of this country. That is our united com-
mitment, and we ought to do it.

We are united in meeting the challenge of
the aging of America. And believe me, this is
not an option. I know things are going well,
so we can sort of say, ‘‘Well, we’ll let this slide
a while.’’ The people in this country, the num-
ber of people over 65 are going to double in
the next 30 years. Now, if we start to prepare
for it now—to reform and modernize and
strengthen Medicare, and to take Social Security
out beyond the life expectancy of the baby boom
generation—we can do it relatively painlessly.

But make no mistake: This country will do
it. And if we just fool around and ignore this
for 10 years, who knows what the economy will
be like 10 years from now? Who knows what
the demands on the American people will be
like 10 years from now? Now is the time to
add a prescription drug benefit to Medicare and
to take Social Security out to 2050 and take
Medicare out for 25 years—now. Do it now.
Save Social Security and Medicare for the baby
boomers’ retirement.

We know that we live in a marvelous world,
where the kids with a good education are going
to be able to do things their parents could not
even have imagined. And yet, we know that
the penalty of not having an education is even
greater than ever. We know that it’s more chal-
lenging than ever before because we have a
more diverse group of students, from different
racial, cultural, religious, even linguistic back-
grounds. We know that right now. And we know
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that’s only going to become a more pronounced
trend.

Within a decade, our largest State, California,
will have no majority race. Now, we know that.
We also know that there’s nowhere near equal
educational opportunity in the country, and we
know what the challenges are. So we say, now—
not later—now is the time for high standards,
smaller classes, well-trained teachers. Now is the
time for all the kids who need it to have the
preschool and the after-school programs they
need. Now is the time—not later, now.

We know that more and more families will
have the parents working, whether they’re sin-
gle-parent families or two-parent families. And
we know right now that for all of our success,
America gives less support to help people bal-
ance the demands of childrearing and work than
any other advanced country.

We can be proud of what we did with family
and medical leave. We can be proud with what
we did with the Children’s Health Insurance
Program. We can be proud with what we did
with the Kennedy-Kassebaum bill to let people
take their health insurance from job to job. But
we know that we do not do enough to help
people balance the demands of work and
childrearing. And raising children, like that
beautiful little girl, is still America’s most impor-
tant work. It always will be. And we know we
have to do more.

So we believe now is the time to increase
the child care tax credit and make it refundable,
to help parents do more to pay for college tui-
tion, so that we can go beyond where we were
with the HOPE scholarship, which opens the
doors of community college to all Americans.
With the college tax deduction at 28 percent
for all income groups, we can open the doors
of 4 years of college to all Americans.

We know we should increase the earned-in-
come tax credit for lower income working peo-
ple. We know we should genuinely ease the
marriage penalty for both middle and lower
middle income groups. We know we should do
this. We don’t know whether 10 years from now
we will be able to do this, and we don’t know
what the consequences to countless families will
be if we don’t do it now. We are united in
saying, let’s do it now. We don’t have to wait.
Now is the time to help families to balance
the demands of home and work.

You heard Thelma’s story. So you know that
the one area where the social indicators have

not gone in the right direction since 1993 is
in the number of people who are covered with
health insurance. One of the wits in our Demo-
cratic caucus said to me the other day, ‘‘You
know, all those insurance companies told me
back in 1993 or ‘94, if I voted for your health
care plan, the number of uninsured Americans
would go up. I voted for it, and sure enough,
that’s what happened.’’ [Laughter]

We know we need a strong, enforceable Pa-
tients’ Bill of Rights. And the Congress has
fooled around with it long enough. The time
is now to pass it. We know we should do more
to help enroll more children in the Children’s
Health Insurance Program. Two million children
are enrolled. This Congress provided enough
money for somewhere between 4 and 5 million
children to be enrolled. And we know—and
that’s why it’s so important.

You remember Thelma’s story. I was 4 years
old, like this little girl, once, with a mother
who was working and, then, a single mother.
There are people like her all over the country.
One of the most important things we have pro-
posed in this Congress is to let the parents
of children who are in this CHIP program also
get insurance. They need it. They’re working
out there. And we ought to do it. And we ought
to do it now, not later.

We know the crime rate has gone down to
a 30-year low, and it’s still too high. And we
believe not later, now is the time to learn the
lessons of Columbine and all the other things
we’ve seen and pass commonsense legislation
to do more to keep guns out of the hands of
criminals and away from kids. We can do that
and honor every constitutional provision in our
founding document and every fundamental value
in our society.

We know we’ve got to keep putting more
police on the street in high-crime areas. Who
knows, 5 years from now, what kind of condition
this country will be? Why should any more chil-
dren die we can save? Why should any more
crimes be committed we can prevent? Now is
the time to take strong action to make America
the safest big country in the world.

We know there are still too many people and
places that haven’t participated in this pros-
perity. We know that. That’s why we favor in-
creasing the number of empowerment zones,
increasing the incentives to invest in them, and
giving Americans all over this country—people
like Bob Hatcher—we know there are inner-
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city neighborhoods where he might be able to
put people to work; I think we ought to give
him the same tax incentives to invest in those
neighborhoods we give him today to invest in
Latin America, Africa, or Asia. And we ought
to do it now—not later, now.

We are united in that. And as I look at Sen-
ator Feingold, I think I should say one other
thing. Unlike the other party, we are united—
united, down to the last vote in both Houses—
in saying now is the time to pass meaningful
campaign finance reform legislation in this Con-
gress.

We are also united in believing we have to
build one America. That’s why we want to pass
the ‘‘Hate Crimes Prevention Act.’’ That’s why
we want to end all discrimination in employ-
ment. We don’t—I’ll say again—we think every-
body counts; everybody ought to have a chance;
we all do better when we help each other.

I want to make this last point. I see all these
young people here. The last time America had
a chance like this was when I was about your
age. I finished high school in 1964. The Nation
was heartbroken when President Kennedy was
killed. But President Johnson lifted our spirits,
united the country, began to deal with the chal-
lenges of civil rights, and we believed that our
economy would grow on forever. We believed
we would meet the challenges of civil rights
in a lawful, peaceful way. We believed we could
win the cold war without what ultimately hap-
pened in the dividing of our country in Vietnam.

And we thought it would go on forever, and
everything was hunky-dory.

Four years later, when I was graduating from
college, it was 2 days after Robert Kennedy
had been killed, a couple of months after Martin
Luther King had been killed, and Lyndon John-
son said he wouldn’t run for reelection. We
had riots in the street. The economy came a
cropper on the burdens of paying for a war
and inflation. And all that we thought would
happen was lost. And the Presidential election
in that year was decided on the politics of divi-
sion, something called the Silent Majority, which
means, ‘‘The world in America is divided be-
tween ‘us’ and ‘them.’ I’m with ‘us,’ and they’re
with ‘them.’ ’’ And I have lived with that as
a citizen for 30 years.

Now I’m not running for anything. I am not
on the ballot. I am telling you this as an Amer-
ican. I have waited for 30 long years to see
my country in a position to pull together and
move forward together and build the future of
our dreams for our children. We dare not blow
that chance.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:52 p.m. in the
Great Hall at the Library of Congress. In his re-
marks, he referred to Robert L. Hatcher, chair-
man, Minority Business Roundtable, who intro-
duced the President; and Thelma Pierce, single
working mother, who enrolled her daughter,
Jenny Mae, in the Children’s Health Insurance
Program.

Statement Announcing Embassy Security Initiatives
February 10, 2000

Today I am announcing initiatives to further
improve the security of American men and
women serving their country in diplomatic and
consular missions overseas and to ensure that
the United States performs these activities in
the most efficient and effective manner possible.

I intend to request $1.1 billion in my budget
for fiscal year 2001 for Embassy security initia-
tives including construction of new facilities, ad-
ditional protective measures for existing facili-
ties, and the full cost of maintaining a high
level of security readiness. The budget also in-

cludes a sustained commitment to this effort,
including $14 billion over the next 10 years in
security enhancement funding and new con-
struction. I will again ask the Congress to pro-
vide advance appropriations for the construction
of new facilities in future years to provide a
solid foundation on which to plan and execute
the Embassy security construction program.

We must continue to reexamine how we man-
age and protect all U.S. Government employees
who work overseas. Last year, following on the
excellent work of Admiral Crowe and the
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